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Two hybrid organizations

e Grgnn Hverdag (Green Living).
e (07-06-05 Tid for forandring (Time for Change).

A new way of implementing public policy:
- "Tools” for the Ministry of Environment.

- Appear as civil society Initiatives.

Differ from voluntary organizations.



Method and research questions

e Interviews
e Documents

Are these Initiatives compatible with democratic
principles?

Are they able to strengthen citizens’ involvement
with environmental issues?



Two democratic roles

e Direct

— Link between the citizen and the political
system

 Indirect
— Information, identities, participation
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The direct democratic role

e Are voluntary organizations becoming arms
of the state”? (e.g. Grendstad et al. 2006)

— Historically there are tight bonds between state and
voluntary organizations.

— New Public Management.

e Bureacracy and democracy (Rothstein 2005)
— The democratic role of civil servants.



The Iindirect democratic role

A disclaim of state responsibility?

 Political consumerism (Sgrensen 2004):

— Legitimate, but not if the state leaves societal questions
to the consumer.

e Citizen involvement in the work for sustainable
development (Straume 2001):
— A focus on the individual has a tendency to lead the

attention away from the political and adminstrative
level.



This is not a discussion about consumer organizations in
general...

...but about consumer organizations used as a tool for the
Ministry.

—  The direct democratic role: blurring the distinction
between state and civil society.

—  The indirect role: Leaving too much to the individual?

Is the focus on consensus and cooperation always the
best way to address environmental concerns?
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